The Gathering of Baptists (GB)*

Credentialing and Ordination Procedures

1. Background and Principles

The Gathering of Baptists (GB) affirms the historic Baptist principle that ordination arises within the
life of the local congregation, with recognition and support from the wider community of faith.

In shaping our practices, GB draws on models established by the Baptist Convention of Ontario and
Quebec (BCOQ) around the year 2000, as well as the Manual of Worship and Service (Canadian
Baptist Federation, 1984). While these traditions inform our approach, GB does not intend to function
as a denomination or to be overly procedure-driven. Instead, we provide guidance, accountability, and

support for churches and organizations seeking to ordain and credential ministers in alignment with

GB’s mandate and values.

2. Credentialing

GB may extend credentials to members serving in congregations or organizations which
members affirm the mission and mandate of GB.
Candidates seeking credentials must:
1. Submit the required documents to The Chair and Secretary of GB. If those documents
are complete, those officers will forward them to the GB Credentials Committee.
2. Participate in an interview with the Credentials Committee.
3. Receive a positive recommendation from the Credentials Committee to the GB
Membership.
If approved by the Membership, credentials are formally recognized.
Credentialed ministers are accountable to both te their congregation/organization and to GB.
GB serves as the credentialing body through which ordained ministers may apply for provincial
licensing to solemnize marriages.

3. Ordination

3.1 Local Church Authority

Ordination is initiated and led by the local congregation, in cooperation with representatives of
the wider body (GB and, where appropriate, the ministry organization employing the
candidate).

The ordaining church defines the membership, voting eligibility, and approval threshold of the
Ordination Council, ensuring these are clearly communicated to all participants.



3.2 Ordination Council and Process

* The Ordination Council examines the candidate’s call, character, theological understanding,

concept of ministry, and readiness for ministry.

Upon Council approval, the ordination service is celebrated in a manner consistent with Baptist

tradition and informed by the Manual of Worship and Service.

* GB practice emphasizes collaboration with the ordaining church and other involved parties to
develop an appropriate Council definition and process.

4. Licensing to Solemnize Marriages

Only ordained ministers under the GB umbrella may apply for a license to solemnize
marriages.
* Application Process:
1. The ordained minister requests marriage licensing forms from GB’s designated
Governing Official.
2. Forms must be completed, signed, and witnessed.
3. Forms are submitted to the Governing Official, who forwards them, with required

documentation, to the appropriate provincial office.

5. Disclaimer

GB acknowledges that its ordination and credentialing practices are evolving. As of 2025, only a small
number of ordinations have taken place under GB’s oversight. Our approach is intentionally flexible,
recognizing the primacy of the local church while offering accountability, guidance, and shared
celebration through GB.
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The Gathering of Baptists (GB)

Ordination Council & Service
Tasks/Checklist

Council

Define Participants = Gathering of Baptists
= Ordaining Congregation/Agency
= Others ... develop lists

Council Moderator = Chair or Designate of GB

Secretary/Clerk = Secretary of GB or designate
= record essentials of the proceeding (not presentation nor questions, etc.)
Define Voting Parameters = who votes,

= percentage requirements for approval of candidate
Invite Participants
Sign in log = develop & print form for information required:
Name of Participant
Gathering of Baptists
Congregation/Agency
Others
Voting Status (yes/no)
... a copy of the log, when complete, is to be provided to the GB Secretary
Create sufficient ballots
Designate Sign-in Clerk = controls sign in and ballot issuance
Appoint Scrutineers
Process (to include):

Call to Order

Reading of the Rules = questions ... during or after presentation
= who votes
= voting threshold

Confirmation that Credentials are accepted.
Introduction of Candidate

Presentation by Candidate

Question Period

Voting

Announcement of results of the vote

Service

Secure Certificate of Ordination (GB Secretary)
Develop Order and Participants
= The Chair of GB, or a designate, will normally moderate the service



